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A human diplomat creates an interstellar incident when he kills an alien diplomat in a most unusual

way. To avoid war, Earth's government must find an equally unusual object: A type of sheep ("The

Android's Dream"), used in the alien race's coronation ceremony. To find the sheep, the

government turns to Harry Creek, ex-cop, war hero and hacker extraordinaire, who with the help of

Brian Javna, a childhood friend turned artificial intelligence, scours the earth looking for the rare

creature. And they find it, in the unknowing form of Robin Baker, pet store owner, whose genes

contain traces of the sheep DNA. But there are others with plans for the sheep as well: Mercenaries

employed by the military. Adherents of a secret religion based on the writings of a 21st century

science-fiction author. And alien races, eager to start a revolution on their home world and a war on

Earth. To keep our planet from being enslaved, Harry will have to pull off the greatest diplomatic

coup in history, a grand gambit that will take him from the halls of power to the lava-strewn

battlefields of alien worlds. There's only one chance to get it right, to save the life of Robin Baker -

and to protect the future of humanity.
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Scalzi, in his Old Man's War, showed that he can write serious drama about important things, and

that book was written very much in the mold of a Heinlein novel. With this book, he shows that it's

going to be quite difficult to pigeon-hole him into any particular category, as this is a fun romp, with

large satirical bites suffusing it, somewhat like those of Neal Stephenson, an overall plot that is



reminiscent of another author who has tackled the space-opera of old, Bujold, and with kudos paid

to Philip K. Dick. Anyone who can bring such disparate influences together in a coherent whole will

never have to worry about being accused of a being a one-note writer.The book opens with a rather

extended joke, where a mid-level bureaucrat manages to do away with his opposite number at the

diplomatic conference table via a rather ingenious device that can send messages via scent. Of

course, this sparks an immediate diplomatic crisis. In determining how this event managed to

transpire and what to do about it, new elements of computer hacking, DNA manipulation, the

Church of the Evolved Lamb (shades of L. Ron Hubbard) and their blue sheep, impending all-out

war, palace coups, James Bondian skullduggery, and a super-competent hero who nevertheless

seems to be constantly getting whacked upside the head are introduced and folded into this whacky

mixture.The plot's the thing here, as none of the characters are super-deep, though they are all well

enough presented to make them believable people. At some points, it seems as if the story line has

gotten out of hand, gone in just too many directions at once, but the conclusion manages to bring

each of the threads together in a surprisingly logical whole.
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